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STAKEHOLDERS PARTICIPATION FOR URBAN CLIMATE
RESILIENCE: A CASE OF INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS
REGULARIZATION IN KHULNA CITY, BANGLADESH

Sujit Kumar SIKDER*, Asad ASADZADEH?*, Elias Danyi KUUSAANAY*,
Bishawjit MALLICK**, Theo KOETTER*
* University of Bonn, **Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany

Abstract: This study focuses on stakeholders’ participation, perceptions and local con-
textualization in the Informal Settlement (IS) regularization processes in Khulna City. These
processes are undertaken to address livelihood challenges of IS dwellers and to
operationalize development initiatives in informal regularization projects. Adopting both a
qualitative and quantitative approach, the research results show that IS formation in Khulna
City started slowly with rural immigration. These immigrants remain vulnerable to climate
change although some initiatives were undertaken since the last 20 years to improve their
living conditions. The IS dwellers and local leaders initially participated in these
settlement-upgrading initiatives due to accompanied incentives but they became adamant
after the project period ended. It was also found that the city local government and NGOs
do not have any permanent arrangement to sustain the IS regularization processes. The
analysis of the interrelationships among the stakeholders revealed that the relevant public
agencies are in conflict, and the role of the private sector is less recognized. The initiatives
undertaken so far have limited success especially in granting tenure security, and the
private landowners or local authorities that trespassed public spaces resort to forceful
eviction. Amidst all these, there is the need for the formulation and implementation of
climate resilience policies that address stakeholder participations in mitigating climate
change consequences and enhance livelihood development.
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Introduction

Rapid urbanization and population growth in hazard and risk-prone urban areas have
jeopardized the sustainable development process in developing countries, and they contributed
to the forming of one of the biggest urban challenges, differently called: informal, automobile,
uncommon settlements; and the urban poor (Ravalion 2001). Most of these settlements are
located in areas that are not deemed appropriate for residence (UN-Habitat 2003) while the
residents have no legal claim to the land (Enemark and Mclaren 2008). Moreover, regardless of
their growing numbers and exclusion from the main and formal parts of the city, inadequate
building materials, lack of public urban services and institutions, poor transportation networks,
inappropriate power lines, inadequate hospitals, fire or police stations and poor sanitation have
pre-disposed the vulnerability of the urban poor to climate change related disasters (Dodman
and Satterthwaite 2008, Feiden 2011). According to Bosher et al. (2007), the severity of climate
change in these settlements is related to poverty (low access to assets), marginalization (poor
access to public facilities) and powerlessness (low access to political and social networks).

Nevertheless, the vulnerability of such communities to climate change is not simplified by
focusing on their location and characteristics, but also by how they are managed, serviced and
more importantly, to what extent communities and local organizations are capable to cope with
climate change (Laukkonen et al. 2009). This is because the damages caused by climate






